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Mere suspicion of adultery is not enough, and terrible
consequences may result from unsupported denunciation. Hebrew
law required two witnesses, and (by an extension of thetalio) the
false accuser would bring upon himself tine punishment, would have
entailed upon another. It is noteworthy that the law in Dt. 22
specifically provides that the guilty ones' are 'found' in the act. The
law in question belongs to a group which reflects that stage where
moral ideas have become so advanced that the husband attaches
importance to the chastity of his newly married wife (the restriction
of Lv 21 apply only to the priests). The procedure (Dt. 22) as
detailed states that if the accusation of impurity brought against the
bride is true, she is stoned to death by the men of the city; if false,
the man must pay a hundred shekels to the father, and is not
permitted to divorce his wife96. It is intelligible that, in the former
event the girl is treated as an adulteress, since from the time that
she was betrothed she is regarded de facto as married woman. The
same code in its treatment of betrothed women makes a noteworthy
distinction in the scene of the offence. Should it be committed in
the city, both are stoned; whereas, if it be in the open country, the
woman goes free since it is assumed that she cried for help and
found no protector (v.v. 23,27).
The Babylonian Code of Hamurabi implies a more advanced
state of culture than the oldest Hebrew. Hie position of the married
woman was secured by a contract which could specify the penalty
for her infidelity and possibly vouched for her purity at the time of
marriage. The following laws require notice - The man who is
caught ravishing a betrothed virgin, who is living in her father's house
is put to death, whilst she herself goes free. If she was betrothed
to his own son, a distinction is drawn dependent upon whether the
marriage had or had not been consummated. In the latter event,
the man must pay half a mina of silver and give her personal
property, and she is free to marry whom she will. In the former
event, the man is strangled96. Drowning was the ordinary legal
penalty although according to a somewhat obscure law, the man
96.     Scheil, Winckler, Harper etc. see: SA Cook Laws of Moses etc, 1903,
lOOf.